
This passage is not about the inferiority of women or the 
superiority of men.

This passage is about faithful obedience to Godʼs plan for 
marriage.

God has given husbands and wives different, but equally 
important roles in marriage.

For the wife...
Loving your husband means you willingly submit to his leadership.

Following the leadership of your husband is a display of the 
churchʼs relationship to Christ.

Loving your husband means you show that you value your 
husbandʼs leadership.

For the husband...
Loving your wife means you hold her in high regard.

Loving your wife means that you express your affection for her.
• A husbandʼs love is expressed by sacrificing for his wife.
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• A husbandʼs love is expressed by helping his wife grow in her 
love for Jesus.

• A husbandʼs love is expressed by guarding his wifeʼs true 
beauty.

• A husbandʼs love is expressed by treasuring his wife.

Real Life Application
Did you realize that there was not an “if” in this passage?  

• Husbands and wives should live this way to please Christ 
and to be obedient to Him.  The determining factor is not 
whether or not your spouse is treating you the way you 
wish they would.

Did you realize that marriage is a picture of the Gospel?  
• Do you treat your marriage as a real witness of Christʼs 
love to the church?  Would your children, family, fellow 
church members and neighbors see the love of Christ in 
your marriage?

Did you realize, husbands, how important it is to express your love 
to your wife?

Did you realize, wives, how important it is to show respect to your 
husband?
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